Liberty Cockers Puppy Advice 

By Bryan & Donnelle Rodriguez


These are just a few suggestions that we have learned to try to help make your adjustment a little easier. You are, of course, free to follow them or not as you wish; they are just some ideas to go on. You may find that they may or may not work for you personally.


Home environment: Bringing your new puppy home, you must remember that this is like having a crawling baby in the home. Your puppy is very new to this world and to your home. The puppy will want to explore everything that is within reach and will try to get at those things that are not. Cockers can be very agile. If you have lamps or other electrical cords, these are very easy get at: your puppy will be chewing through them. Window blinds and curtain cords are lethal weapons also, so please take these out of their reach. You must puppy proof your home.


House training: The best luck we have had with this is to just be diligent, taking them out often and praising them heavily when you see them go outside. They will naturally prefer to go where they have gone before, so the idea is to have them go outside as much as possible so that it becomes a habit. We have found that they still go often in the house at first. If you catch them right in the act, you can say a firm NO and take them straight outside. Otherwise, don’t bother punishing them because they do not know what they did wrong and will become frustrated. We also believe a lot of this is simply outgrown as they get older; they will go less and naturally will want to go outside if let out often enough and if that is where they learned to go. Crate training will also help in potty training your puppy. We really recommend that you get a small crate or a crate large enough to hold them as an adult, but put a divider in it to make it smaller while they are yet puppies. You should give them an opportunity to go outside right before bed, and then crate them for the night. They will probably cry for a few minutes or more, but should go to sleep. They will also probably wake up once or twice in the night. You should take them out to go potty, then back to the crate. Puppies naturally like to keep their “den” clean, so if they are taken outside when they need to go, they are less likely to go in their crate. Our experience has shown that they will hold it for a long time, as long as they learn you will let them out when they say that they need to go. As with anything however, this is not a perfect rule. Some will scream all night in the crate no matter what you do and some will not hesitate to go potty in their crate.  During the day, you should take them outside at least once an hour. Important times to take your puppy outside are, first thing in the morning, after naps, after eating, or being confined for any length of time. You will need to take your puppy out on a collar and leash. This will help to keep it focused on the task at hand. Taking the puppy out on a regular basis, like once an hour during the day will help to keep down on the messes in the house. Dealing with the cleanup from the puppy we have found one brand of cleaner to work best for us. Simple Solution – Stain and Odor Remover has been the one that works best for us to get the carpet clean again. We spray it directly on the spot and also use it in our carpet shampooer. Some stains just will not come out no matter what we try to do. Cleaning hardwood floors, we have been given another solution that is cheaper than Simple Solution. You can buy all this in a Dollar Store: ¼ cup of Ammonia, ¼ cup of Alcohol, 1 tsp of Dawn; combined this with water in a spray bottle. I am adding the topic of chewing in with house training because this subject is dealing with showing and telling your puppy what he/she can chew on and what not to chew on in your home. Helpful ideas include, keeping a variety of toys and cycling through them often. Puppies will get bored of just a few kinds of toys and will look elsewhere for entertainment. Praise your puppy when he/she first mouths on a new toy and continue this encouragement. This will reinforce in the puppy’s head that this is something that pleases you. When a toy goes unnoticed and untouched for a while spike it. Dip the toy in some gravy, peanut butter or put a treat in the toy. Be creative, puppies will take serious notice if there is food involved. Give your puppy plenty of exercise. Take him/her to a field, Dog Park, a beach or anywhere that has space and you can let your puppy be off leash. You can throw Frisbees or balls, again be creative. You should firmly scold the puppy when he/she is found to be chewing on the wrong items and take those items away and replace them with the right ones. Do not physically punish a puppy, this will teach the puppy to fear you and will cause emotional problems. Do not give the puppy household items. Do not give up on house training, it take time and dedication.


Obedience training: Now that you have puppy proofed your home and working on potty training your puppy, it is time to also to work on obedience and leash training. We would recommend that you and your puppy start taking an obedience class. They will be very helpful not just for training but also for you and your puppy to socialize other puppies, breeds and people. There are four main commands to start working your puppy on, you will learn these more in depth at the classes or in puppy training books. Hands on classes do help best here to learn and retain, than just books. The commands are: sit/stay, down/stay, heel, and recall/come. We recommend that you should put your puppy on a leash around your home and closely supervise so that they can get use to it and not get the leash caught up in things around your home. The goal is to be able to have your puppy walking calmly on a loose leash. You want to be the one in control, not your puppy.


Grooming: This is obviously an issue that you will have to work out on your own as what your preference is. We took our dogs to a professional groomer for a couple of years and were happy with them. We mainly quit due to amount of dogs we have, time and financial concerns. I (Bryan) strongly advise against taking your puppy to a big chain store grooming business. One of our previous puppy owners had a terrible experience with one of these assembly line groomers. I have also seen a news article on one also. I would suggest that if you have friends who take their dogs in for grooming, find out where they go and if they are satisfied with the service then give them a try. If you do not then I would suggest looking for an owner/operator that has cocker-grooming experience and ask for references. If they are truly in business for the joy of it then they will not have a problem giving you the references. I encourage you to call them and ask point blank about the groomer. 


There are several different kinds of cuts out there for cockers. You should look around and decide which works best for your lifestyle and that you like the best. We have decided on a shaved head, neck, back and tail with the rest of the body and legs to be about 2 inches long. In doing this, we maintain the traditional cocker look without as much of the work of the show coat. They still need to be brush out frequently and get dirty quickly. You can also do the “puppy cut” where the hair is the same, short length over their whole body giving them a fuzzy look. I really like the look too. Then there is the “show cut” which is like the one we use only the hair on the body is almost to the ground. Groomers also do not use a blade on their back. This is a very beautiful look and very high maintenance. Just look around and try different looks until you find the perfect fit for you and your puppy.



Donnelle grooms our dogs about every four to 6 weeks. Here is what she uses: She uses the Oster clippers; we have had a lot of breeders/groomers say that they like the Andis. I guess that it is just a matter of opinion and what works best for the person. We had an Andis but it did not last very long for us. One good thing is that the blades are interchangeable and the Andis blades are often cheaper, and can be used with the Oster clippers.


Donnelle uses a #10 blade for the close work, i.e. face, head, and neck. She also uses a small finish trimmer for around the eyes because it is smaller and easier to use in such tight areas like that. She uses a #7 blade for down the back for a slightly “fluffier” look. We use the #10 blade for this area also. We found that we that we like the longer look better. It is just a matter of what look you decide that you like best. You can just brush and/or scissor trim the skirt if you like. She uses a #3 blade on the skirt just because the ease of maintenance, with one dog that may not be a big problem for you. You will also want to and need to buy some cleaning solution and use it every time you use the clippers. Oster and Wahl both make it and we have found that there is no significant difference between brands. Some clipper oil would also be a good thing to have.


We would recommend that you invest in some good shears. We have learned the hard way that the cheaper ones are not worth trying to save a few dollars on. Geib shears are the best, but a slightly less expensive brand will work also. They should cost around $30 to $60, if you spend less than that that you really do tend to get an inferior product. Donnelle uses both straight and curved blades for different areas.


Now for a few actual grooming ideas. Always go away from the eyes and ears with the clippers. Trim the hair just inside the ears to help keep them clean and dry. You should also clean the ears with ear cleaner every time that you bathe, groom or brush out the ears, the more often the better. We will talk more about ear cleaning later in this booklet. Along the back go with the grain of the hair, avoid the “hula hoop” look of the straight line of short then suddenly long cuts, try to sort of blend that area. She has found the best way to do the feet is with the shears and the trimming razor. Cut across even with the top of the pads. Use the trimming razor to go in between the pads. The curved shears come in handy here to make the top of the feet have that rounded paw look. It is important to have the hair groomed closely around the pads. The hair will get matted and cause irritation to the feet and can lead to sores and infection. She has tried using the clippers and going between the pads but the dogs hate it. It was hard on her neck and backbreaking and did not make that much of a difference. The shears are the much better way on both of you. Keep the nails clipped. We have heard people stress the effectiveness of using a Dremel tool for the nails, and it really does work. We use the Dremel on our adult dogs but not on the puppies. It is quicker and easier not to take too much nail off. We use a manual nail clipper on puppy nails. We would highly recommend having some styptic powder handy. No matter how careful we are there are the occasional accidents and this will stop the bleeding right away. If you do nick the puppy, after using the powder tries not let he/she run around or get their paw wet for an hour or so. The puppy could open it up again and get blood flowing. Just hold, crate him/her or otherwise protect her paw for a while. You can also purchase grooming videos. Donnelle has found them to be very useful. They give you visual instruction as to what to do. We own “Sarah presents, Grooming the American Cocker Spaniel” with Joan Anderson.   


Nutrition: We feed our dogs Canidae All Life Stages kibble. We have heard just as many opinions on dog food as there are of dog owners. One thing I do agree on, the more natural the food the better for the dog it is. We have tried many different kinds of food and have found that Canidae is one of the most all natural foods out there. We have realized that having wheat in the dog food is not good for our dogs. Here are a few brands that I would recommend: Canidae, Solid Gold, Innova, California Natural; these are just few. We feed our dogs twice a day about ½ cup each time. Each in their own crates so that we know they are all getting to eat. This helps to keep them in an ideal weight. We highly suggest giving vitamin supplements. It does not matter how “all natural human grade” the dog kibble is, they still have to put some additives and preservatives in the food to give it some kind of shelf life. Giving vitamins will offset these additives and preservatives. I have noticed that when my females are in heat that the vitamins from NuVet Labs help their coats from “blowing out” so much. Their coats are fuller and more vibrant. I really think that NuVet Labs is a high quality producer of vitamins for dogs and cats. Our puppies go to their new homes with a sample of these vitamins and Canidae kibble for you to try for yourselves. We also give our dog’s one egg a day each. I usually will fry it in the mornings. Our females with puppies or expecting females, we give an egg and a 1/8th of a cup of Canidae can food. The eggs give them extra protein, which gives them a silkier shine to their coats. We have also notice that when the puppies are born they are healthier, have more vibrant coats. There is some controversy if it is safe to feed raw eggs to dogs, our vet says as long as the eggs are washed first (which all the eggs from the stores are) it is fine. Others say that raw eggs contain a harmful bacteria, one way you can be absolutely sure you are safe would be to cook the egg first. Giving the portion of can food gives the pregnant or nursing female an extra amount of calories and protein. We also give our pregnant and nursing females a calcium tablet daily; this helps keep their bones strong. 


Nail Clipping: We prefer to trim just a very little bit off of each nail and then do this every two weeks or so, rather than trimming more less often. When using manual nail clippers it is very easy to cut too short which makes them bleed and less like to cooperate with you next time. Using a Dremel tool does lessen the chance of removing too much of the nail. The puppies tend to be scared of the noise of the Dremel tool so we normally use manual trimmers. One way or the other they do really need their nails clipped regularly or health issues will arise. There is a couple of different types of nail clippers: scissor and guillotine. Just be sure that they are for dogs use.


Teeth Brushing: Brushing of the dog’s teeth is something that should be accomplished on a regular basis. If your dog does a lot of chewing on hard chew toys and you keep feeding kibble, brushing of their teeth should not become a difficult chore. You will need to inspect their teeth on a regular basis and ask your vet on check ups on their opinion of your dog’s teeth. I hate to say it again but every dog is different, a lot depends on his or her chewing habits. We have found that Nylabones, cow hooves are two of the best items out there for chewing.



Bathing: I (Bryan) am the one around here that is assigned to do most of the dog bathing. These are the techniques that work best for me; they may not work for you. I start by soaking the dog down with lukewarm water, starting at the head and working my way back and down. I apply the shampoo and conditioner in the same manner as the water. When applying the water, shampoo, and conditioner on their head be very careful of their ears. I use one hand to close off their ears by pushing gently on the outside of their ears in. Water, shampoo, or conditioner in the ears can lead to nasty infections in cocker ears. If you start with their head and work back and the dog has fleas, the fleas will not be able to hide out in their ears. Once the dog is washed please be very sure that all of the shampoo and conditioner is rinsed out. Shampoo and conditioner residue can cause skin irritation and the dog will scratch insistently and in the process will cause sores to form. After bathing the ears now need to be cleaned with an ear wash solution and powder or cotton balls to dry them out. Ears need to be looked at even between bathes, because they do get dirty very fast. If you have more than one cocker they tend to (at least ours do) go after each other’s ears.


Ear Cleaning: We have received an ear cleaning solution from another cocker breeder friend that we have put to the test and have found that it works great. We suggest that you get a squeeze bottle that has measurements on the side. First pour 5.5 ounces of isopropyl alcohol in the bottle, add ½ teaspoon of boric acid powder, and mix this well until the powder is dissolved. Now add 2.5 ounces of white vinegar, mix this well and then add 1 teaspoon of betadine antiseptic. How to apply this solution: start by getting some extra help. The puppy/dog will not like this treatment. Lean the head sideways and pour enough solution so that you can see it in the ear canal. Take your hand that is holding the ear and gently massage the ear closed, and then you can take cotton balls and clean the dirty out of the ear. The solution is fast drying so it is not necessary to use a drying powder, as long as you use the cotton balls. If your puppy’s ears are very dirty start by using this solution twice a week, when you have seen some improvement go to once a week. When you are fully satisfied with the cleanliness of their ears go to using this solution every two week.


Physical Ailments: Cockers have a few inherited defects. They can have hip dysplasia. This happens when the hip joint has not formed properly and it is a genetic defect, bred down by careless breeding. It is not as common as in the larger breeds. This defect can be surgically fix but is costly. If a cocker has moderate hip dysplasia, it may not become a major health issue. As long as they are given proper nutrition, do not become overweight, and given lots of exercise they may not have hip problems.


Because they have a short snout they are prone to cherry eye. This is a very easy surgical fix by your vet, and once fixed it will not happen again. It can be trigger by any number of things, i.e. dust or pollen in the air. Ear infections, which are easily avoided by just keeping their ears clean and dry. Skin allergies are also common in cockers. Shampoos, conditioners, and dog food can set off a skin allergy. You may have to try different shampoos, conditioners and dog food combinations. Every dog is different, but most have some of the same characteristics. Here are some ways to tell if your dog is experiencing pain of some sort. Your dog is constantly barking or whining. You may notice he/she is trembling, pacing, restless, thrashing around. The dog cannot get comfortable. He/she may be wide-eyed, anxious and difficult to handle, out of the norm. They may be reluctant to be active, just lying around. They may have dilated pupils. You may notice they are excessively licking, chewing or scratching at a site on themselves. Excessive rapid breathing, panting, increased heart rate and body temperature are indictors also. He/she may be lying in abnormal ways or positions, changing positions frequently. Sleeplessness, crying out or acting aggressively when and area of their body is touched. These are a few ways that I have come into contact with a dog that may be in pain. If or when you notice anything strange going on with your dog, I strongly suggest that you take him/her into your vet as soon as possible. Of course, I hope that your dog is always fit and healthy.


Breeding: Unlike most other breeders we do offer full registrations on our puppies. Only when we feel that all of our questions have been answered truthfully and to our standard, do we sell a full registration. We VERY STRONGLY recommend that you look into this very carefully before doing it. You need to really research the background of the dogs. In breeding causes a lot of health defects, and line breeding takes a lot of researching and knowledge to do. It is hard to bring a full litter to maturation; most have at least one die. It is also very easy to breed to a poor quality dog or to close in pedigree and end up producing poor quality dogs. It is a lot of work and expense and you need to be positively sure that it is something that you are really going to enjoy doing. We can tell you the income is in no way worth it if you don’t enjoy the experience. A good book to get and read cover to cover is “Breeding a Litter”. If you are not going to breed, we recommend that you fix your puppy as soon as possible for his or her own sake as well as yours. Most vets will do spays and neuters at six months old. A fixed dog is a lot easier to take care of and it is a fact that they tend to live longer.


Responsible Pet Ownership: I would like to recommend all families that get one of our puppies and any other dogs or cats that you may own, to get them micro chipped. It will be a lot easier for someone who finds your animal, if it were to get away from you, to get the pet back to you. We know from first had experience that this does work. All of our adult dogs have microchips.

Reminder on Dog Aging: The old idea that you can figure out the age of your dog by multiplying his calendar age by 7 no longer holds true. A dog could physically reproduce by age one, where a 7 year old child is no where near sexually mature enough to do that. So vets that more accurately show their age in human years have developed a new guide. There is also a slight difference in ageing depending on the size of the dog. Cockers are a medium greed, but I have included the graph for all sizes for you to compare. Dogs are considered geriatric at these ages: 
Small dogs - under 20lbs - 11.5 years Medium dogs - 21 to 50 lbs - 10 years Large dogs - 51 to 90 lbs - 9 years Giant dogs – over 90lbs – 7.5 years

Dog years vs. Human Years

6 months = 10 yrs

8 months = 13 yrs

10 months = 14 yrs

12 months = 15 yrs
18 months = 20 yrs
2 yrs = 24 yrs

4 yrs = 32 yrs

6 yrs = 40 yrs

8 yrs = 48 yrs

10 yrs = 56 yrs

11 yrs = 60 yrs

12 yrs = 64 yrs

13 yrs = 68 yrs

14 yrs = 72 yrs

15 yrs = 76 yrs

16 yrs = 80 yrs

18 yrs = 88 yrs

20 yrs = 96 yrs

21 yrs = 100 yrs

Suggested reading: We have these books and think that you would find them helpful in your search to know more about this breed. American Kennel Club Dog care and Training, The Essential Cocker Spaniel, The Proper Care of Cocker Spaniels, The World Of The Cocker Spaniels, A New Owners Guide to Cocker Spaniels, and Dr. Ackerman’s Book Of Cocker Spaniels. We hope this list has been helpful. I have also found a few monthly or quarterly newsletters too that have a lot of useful information. These are: The Whole Dog Journal, Your Dog, and Dog Watch. 

Items we use: I am adding this section to tell you what brands of things we use around our home for our dogs. The brand of shampoo and conditioner is Top Performance. I wash our puppies with Baby Powder. I use Bright Magic on our parti-colored dogs. On solid black cockers, I use dark beauty. The conditioner I use is Silkote. When I see a dog that is itching I will use oatmeal shampoo. I give our pregnant and nursing dogs Pet-Tab calcium tablets daily along with the NuVet Labs vitamin. We buy pig ears, cow hooves, and nyla bones on a regular basis. We use Advantage for flea and ticks treatments monthly and give them Heartguard for heartworms. 

We hope you really enjoy your new pet. Feel free to contact us anytime in the future with any questions or just to let us know how you all are doing. Thanks again
Liberty Cockers

Bryan Donnelle Rodriguez

16314 NE 125th Court

Brush Prairie, WA 98606

Phone: (360) 597-4555

Website: http://www.libertycockers.com
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